
MINUTES

14TH MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF PARENTS

of the English Schools Foundation

on Thursday, 25 November 2010, at 6:00 pm

at the ESF Centre, 25/F, Fortis Centre, 1063 King’s Road, Quarry Bay, HK

Present: 
Ms Rochelle Williams 

Sha Tin College (Chairman)


Ms Shalini Sujanani

Island School


Mr Marc Castagnet

King George V School 


Dr Josie M Csete

Sha Tin College


Ms Kathy Savage

South Island School


Mr Stephen May

Clearwater Bay School


Ms Terri Donlon

Kennedy School 


Mrs Theresa Donohue

Kennedy School


Ms Avisha Shamdasani

Kowloon Junior School


Mrs Jo Weeks

Peak School 


Ms Fiona Bishop

Quarry Bay School


Mr Juan Chui

Sha Tin Junior School


Ms Clare Lam

Sha Tin Junior School


Ms Elspeth Shaw

Discovery College


Ms Adair Gordon

Discovery College


Mr Simon Leung 

Renaissance College 


Ms Amy Wong

Renaissance College


Mr Nicholas Bilcliffe

Parent Member of the Board


Ms Elaine Leung

Parent Member of the Board


Dr Russell Williams

Parent Member of the Board

In attendance: 
Mrs Heather Du Quesnay 
Chief Executive Officer  


Mr Jonathan Straker

Head of Student Support


Ms Pam Ryan

Director of Education 


Mr Chris Durbin

School Development Adviser, Secondary


Ms Diane Bohm

Post-16 Consultant


Ms Rebecca Elder

Minutes Secretary

	
	
	Action By

	CoP 14-1
	APOLOGIES
	

	
	Apologies were received from Ms Joan Lye, Ms Susan Finder, Mrs Gretchen Ryan, Dr Richard M Walker, Mrs Michelle Bo Shan Tsang, Ms Annie Van Weerdenburg, Ms Catherine Gathani, Mr Andrew Tait, Ms Sarah Holden, Dr Ken Lam, Mrs Terri Appel, Mrs Penny Donowho, Dr Ada Lo, Mr Peter White, Mrs Katrina Finnie, Ms Kim Wong, Mr Terry Mountain, Ms Clare Allum, Ms Kimberly Whiley, Mr Mark Clifford, Ms Nicola Clark and Dr Neil Drave.

	

	CoP 14-2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	

	
	There were no declarations of interest. 


	

	CoP 14-3
	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 14 OCTOBER 2010 
	

	
	Suggested amendments were made to the minutes: 

1. (13.6) Communications with parent bodies of schools

Concern that there was not a free flow of communication. Some parents felt that, on some important issues, the Committee of Parents was informed of decisions and not treated as the consultative body that it is meant to be. Reassurance was provided by the Parent Members of the Board that concerns raised in Committee of Parents discussions were taken to the Board and heard prior to decisions being made.

2. (13.7.3) Examination results – BTEC/ Advanced Diploma

There are options for students to move schools where necessary and some PIS students had transferred to a school on the island. A question was raised as to whether the Board had approved the introduction of BTECs. The CEO responded that ESF is advocating the introduction of BTECs. The introduction is ultimately a school decision, which requires Council approval. It was noted that one school had announced the introduction of BTECs without the knowledge of the Council.   

The minutes were confirmed and approved subject to the suggested changes. 

3. Matters arising

Clarification was sought on the requirements of the Board to approve extra funding for BTEC pathways. The Chief Executive stated that there is a need for extra funding and accommodation to meet BTEC requirements and, where necessary, this would require approval at Board level. To date, there has not been discussion or approval at Board level. 


	

	CoP 14-4
	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEE OF PARENTS AND BOARD REPRESENTATIVE
	

	
	The Chief Executive advised the Committee of Parents that the elected Chairman had stood down from the position due to family and business commitments. She invited nominations to fill the vacant position. 

1. Election of Chairman of Committee of Parents

Rochelle Williams was nominated for the position of Chairman of Committee of Parents. Unopposed, she was invited and accepted the position. 

2. Parent Member of the Board 

The Chief Executive asked for nominations for the Committee of Parents representative to the Board. Rochelle Williams was asked by a member if she wished to sit on the Board, but she declined. Other nominations were then invited. It was suggested to balance the parent members across types of schools. 

Marc Castagnet and Theresa Donohue were nominated. 

Marc Castagnet stated that he had been involved since 2009 and was aware of key issues facing ESF and was looking for greater involvement between ESF and stakeholders, including more communication with greater accountability. 

Theresa Donohue stated that with her 11 years of PTA experience she understands the history and issues between parents and ESF. 

In a secret ballot, Marc Castagnet was elected as Parent Member of the Board, 13 votes to 7.  


	

	CoP 14-5
	UNIVERSITY ENTRY
	

	
	The School Development Adviser, Secondary provided the highlights regarding university entry. They included: 

· Destinations: some movement away from UK, US was at the top of its range and Hong Kong was the highest it has ever been. 

· Destinations by school: Renaissance College continued with its Hong Kong focus; Sha Tin College and KGV students were recipients of scholarships to HKUST; Island and South Island Schools had experienced a rise in applications to the USA. 

· Courses: business related course continued to be popular, covers a whole range of subject areas and languages are slowly increasing. 

· It should be noted that ‘business’ Hong Kong and Canadian universities are attracting large numbers of students. 

Discussion of the university entry data included: 

· First choice percentages were not counted; it was important to encourage students to have their first choice as high reach and their second choice with a gap for insurance. 

· There is a network of 11 Higher Education Counsellors across ESF, with two in each school. They work together, sharing information and practices and each has a performance target – to develop a relationship with a university, as well as managing a tutor team. The tutor teams work with the Yr. 13 students on their university applications. ESF doubled the provision for Higher Education Counsellors last year, but it was recognised that some international schools had more resources in this area than ESF. 

· It was felt that the category ‘not reported’ might be misleading as North American universities often offered a foundation year with no subject specialisation. A different label might be appropriate.  

· Emphasis is placed on working more closely with Hong Kong universities as part of the strategic plan. 

The report on University Entry was noted. 


	

	CoP 14-6 
	APPLIED LEARNING
	

	
	The School Development Adviser, Secondary provided an overview of the British-based Applied Learning pathway with assessment provided by the Business and Technology Education Council (BTEC). BTEC is a non-vocational, pre-university course that involves core-learning and communication and life skills units providing students with an opportunity to build a portfolio, including workplace learning. Assessment is through externally moderated course work. 

The Post-16 Consultant recommended that this type of course would suit specialist or applied learners who required a portfolio for higher education as well as those who do not perform well in final exams. 

A review of Applied Learning a few years ago suggested that the Advanced Diploma had not been given a high priority in terms of space and opportunity. A lot of work is being done in schools for these students. The Director of Education stated that it may be up to 15% of students that the current curriculum does not suit. Some of the schools are working in collaboration to share teachers and offer courses.  The aim is to provide higher education pathways and opportunities across all schools, for all students.

Discussion of BTEC included: 

· Schools were questioning if they were offering the best experience for learning if students were leaving to study options provided at other schools. 

· The Higher Education Counsellors are raising awareness of the BTEC with North American university representatives. There is a BTEC fair at Island School in March 2011 and a number of university representatives will be present.  

· BTEC was an individual school initiative four years ago. As more schools joined, ESF encouraged discussions to reduce duplications. As there has been more interest, the Board will now look at funding for additional teachers and accommodation. The requirement for additional funds is stronger on Kowloon side because there has been less development there. 

· It was important to ensure that BTEC does not segregate students from the school community if these were accommodated in a separate centre.  

· The small number of students could make these courses expensive. 

· The course modules include numeracy, literacy and IT, developing a balanced range of skills. 

· Concern was expressed about costs and potential impact on fees. It was clarified that funding for BTEC currently comes from within the schools’ own budgets but is felt to be inadequate. 

· The International Diploma includes additional learning – with a core of global perspectives and work skills with an extended project. 

· As a non-selective system a decision needs to be made to make sure there is a pathway for everybody, whatever their interests and abilities.  

The Chairman stated that there were strong arguments for and against BTEC and the Board would review the request for funding. 


	

	CoP 14-7 
	GUIDELINES ON COMMUNICATION/ PTA COMMUNICATIONS
	

	
	7.1 Guidelines

The Head of Student Support provided a report defining the role of the Committee of Parents and the expectations on members to communicate with parent bodies. An electronic copy is to be sent. 

It was stated that everything at the Committee of Parents meetings can be communicated with parents unless it is marked as confidential. 

It was requested that at least one member from each school should be present at the Committee of Parent meetings to ensure that information is being communicated with parents of all schools. 

7.2 PTA access to school email database

The Chief Executive stated that in response to a request for access to email addresses of the parent body, Principals had been sent guidance stating that PTAs needed access to parents. It was suggested that the PTAs could have their own contact list or, for best practice, use the school’s. 


	

	CoP 14-8 
	PTA UPDATES
	

	
	It was stated that there were three school fairs on the same day in the New Territories. It was suggested to coordinate the dates of the fairs next year. 

The PTA updates were noted.

	

	CoP 14-9
	AOB
	

	
	9.1 334 

A request was made for information about ESFs response to the 334 system and the impact of students going directly from Yr. 12 to university on the Foundation to be presented at the next meeting. 


	

	CoP 14-10
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
	

	
	The date of the next meeting is Thursday, 20 January 2011 at 6:00pm.  


	

	
	Meeting closed at 8:10 pm. 
	


	

	Rochelle Williams

Chairman
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