	43B Stubbs Road, Hong Kong

Telephone:  (852)2574-2351;  Fax:  (852)2838-0957

Minutes of the second meeting of the 

COMMITTEE OF PARENTS 
held on Thursday, 20 November 2008

at 6:00 p.m.

at the JCSR Centre, 2A Tin Kwong Road, Homantin, Kowloon

 
 
Present:
   

 

Jane Tracy
-
Chairman Sha Tin College PTA and Chairman of ComPar

Heather Du Quesnay
-
Chief Executive ESF

Jonathan Straker
-
Head of Student Support ESF

Janette Flynn
-
Parent Representative Island School Council

Sarah Cook
-
Chairman King George V School PTA

Josephine M Csete
-
Parent Representative Sha Tin College Council

Josephine Ong Reeves
-
Chairman West Island School PTA

Paul Arkwright
-
Joint-Chairman Clearwater Bay School PTA

Kenneth Lam
-
Parent Representative Clearwater Bay School Council

Terri Appel
-
Chairman Glenealy School PTA

Penny Donowho
-
Parent Representative Glenealy School Council

Peter Chu
-
Parent Representatie Kowloon Junior School Council

Wen Zhang
-
Vice-Chairman Quarry Bay School PTA

Kim Wong
-
Parent Representative Quarry Bay School Council

Barbara Rzoska-Cheng
-
Chairman Sha Tin Junior School PTA

Clare Lam
-
Parent Representative Sha Tin Junior School Council

Grace Hwang
-
Chairman Discovery College Private Independent School PTA

Elspeth Shaw
-
Parent Representative Discovery College Private Independent School Council

Eric Chin
-
Joint-Chairman Renaissance College Private Independent School PTA

Nicholas Bilcliffe
-
Parent Member of the Board

Mark Clifford
-
Parent Member of the Board

Elaine Leung
-
Parent Member of the Board

Russell Williams
-
Parent Member of the Board

Albert Yeung
-
Parent Member of the Board

 
In Attendance:
 

Andrew Sortwell
-
Director of Education ESF

Chris Durbin
-
School Development Adviser Secondary ESF

Liz Muscroft
-
Minutes Secretary ESF

 
Apologies:

 

Robert Bennett
-
Chief Financial Officer ESF

Carmel Sharp
-
Chairman Island School PTA

Stephen Fong
-
Chairman South Island School PTA

Michael McCool
-
Parent Representative West Island School Council

Joanne Townson
-
Chairman Beacon Hill School PTA 

Annie Van Weerdenburg
-
Parent Representative Beacon Hill School Council

Douglas Shearer
-
Chairman Bradbury School PTA

Jackie McIntyre
-
Parent Representative of Bradbury School Council

Sarah Holden
-
Joint-Chairman Clearwater Bay School PTA

Terri Donlon
-
Chairman Kennedy School PTA

Theresa Donohue
-
Parent Representative Kennedy School Council

Sam M Mahtani
-
Joint-Chairman Kowloon Junior School PTA

Sarah Emslie
-
Chairman and Parent Representative Peak School PTA and Council

Terry Mountain
-
Chairman Jockey Club Sarah Roe School PTA

Clare Allum
-
Parent Representative Jockey Club Sarah Roe School Council

Amy Wong
-
Parent Representative Renaissance College Private Independent School 



Council

Nicola Clark
-
Parent Member of the Board

Neil Drave
-
Parent Member of the Board

 

 

ComPar 2-1
APOLOGIES
ACTION BY
 
 
Apologies were received from Mrs Carmel Sharp, Mrs Catherine Chan, Ms Annie Van Weerdenburg, Ms Terri Donlon, Ms Sarah Emslie and Ms Nicola Clark.
 
 
ComPar 2-2
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 16 OCTOBER 2008
 
Some members stated that they had not received all papers for the first and/or second meeting.
 
The minutes were confirmed and approved.
 
 
ComPar 2-3
MATTERS ARISING
 
The Chairman stated that copies of documents from JS&M regarding non-statutory guidelines and statutory obligations had been sent to PTAs for their information.
 
 
ComPar 2-4
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
 
The Chief Executive Officer stated that the inclusion of Declaration of Interest at each meeting was a reminder to all on the subject. 
 
There was no declaration of interest made.
 
 
 
All
ComPar 2-5
RATIFICATION OF CHAIR
 
The Chief Executive Officer described a degree of confusion which had arisen regarding the Committee of Parents meeting on 16 October 2008.
 
After discussion of views and consideration of points of general procedure together with the ESF Ordinance and Regulation, a consensus was reached that the position of Chairman of the Committee of Parents would go to a re-vote.
 
Jane Tracy was proposed by Eric Chin and seconded by Janette Flynn and Russell Williams was proposed by Albert Yeung and seconded by Nick Bilcliffe.  Each nominee was invited to speak briefly to their candidacy.  Jane Tracy was elected by 14 votes to 6. There were two abstentions.
 
The Chief Executive Officer stated that her interpretation of the transitional arrangements had been that the elected parent members of the Board would become members of the Committee of Parents only after the Board had been constituted.  The situation was unique as it arose from the need to implement from scratch the revised Ordinance within the setting up of the operation of the new Ordinance.  In future situations the date of election or appointment will be the deciding factor.
 
The Chairman invited nominations for the position of Vice-Chairman and proposed Russell Williams.  Eric Chin was nominated and supported unanimously.  Eric Chin was declared Vice-Chairman.
 
The Chairman moved to the matter of the Committee of Parents representative to the ESF Board and stated that she was prepared to stand.  She was proposed by Eric Chin and seconded by Mark Clifford.  Josie Csete was proposed by Nick Bilcliffe and seconded by Barbara Rzoska-Cheng.
 
Josie Csete responded to the invitation to speak to her candidature while Jane Tracy declined, having already spoken.
 
The result of voting gave 11 votes to each of the two candidates.   The Chief Executive Officer asked members how they would like to resolve the situation:  one possibility would be an email vote among all members.
 
It was agreed that a second vote be taken which resulted in 12 votes for Jane Tracy and 10 votes for Josie Csete.  Jane Tracy was confirmed as Chairman of the Committee of Parents and as their representative to the ESF Board.
 
 
 
JT
ComPar 2-6
BACKGROUND TO SUBVENTION
 
The Chief Executive Officer introduced the item, adding that there was no communication as yet by EDB on the matter of subvention.
 
Discussion reflected mainly on the view of ESF given by the press, and the Chinese press in particular.  It had been noted recently that one view from a Legco member was that the subvention be linked in some ways to Mandarin Chinese education.  The Chief Executive Officer took the view that any such control over the curriculum by EDB should be resisted.
 
A consensus was established that greater effort should be made to take positive news and information to the press, thus aiming to create a defined and enhanced image of ESF.  It was agreed that Eric Chin and Mark Clifford would form an ad hoc parent group to begin the initiative.
 
 
 
RB
ComPar 2-7
CURRICULUM PROGRESS REPORT 11-16
 
The Director of Education explained that there was a need to identify a common set of values and a framework for learner entitlement across the schools.  This would ensure progression and continuity between the primary and secondary phases to ensure that students’ experience of the Primary Years Programme was built on.  
 
The secondary schools were each to produce a curriculum position statement by December 2008 and a draft statement of intent by June 2009.  There would be no radical reform before 2010.  The Director of Education added that the aim was to get the right outcome by taking the required time to investigate and consult, and to avoid any ‘dip’ in performance or causing disadvantage to the student.
 
The Director of Education, the Chief Executive Officer and the School Development Adviser, Secondary responded to a range of questions about student qualifications at certain exit points, teacher preparation for IB teaching and teacher performance management.
 
In response to the concern voiced that parents are unsure of the primary-secondary transition, the Secondary Adviser stated that all primary schools would be expected to provide parent briefing sessions on transition, including curriculum.  The Chief Executive Officer added that  the briefing sessions might be of an experiential type illustrating the nature of the learners’ experiences to parents.
 
A Board parent member raised a question about policy regarding entry to levels A1 and A2 Chinese (IB Diploma) as he had had an individual case brought to his attention.  The Chief Executive Officer stated that any such case would be dealt with promptly.  On the wider issue of A1 and A2 language entry she said there was no set policy and there had been discussions with principals.
 
The Chief Executive Officer stated that there would be an agenda item at the next meeting on policy on language learning.
 
The Chairman supported the Chief Executive Officer’s proposal to table an item on policy on language learning at the next meeting.
 
 
 
AS
ComPar 2-8
Y13 GRADUATION TRIPS
 
The Chairman spoke to her notes on the matter which had been circulated.
 
She stated that these trips are not an issue for ESF as the students had already left the system when the trips took place.  She requested that members highlight the considerations in their own schools for the benefit of parents of senior students.  Advisory sessions for parents could be arranged if requested.
 
 
 
JT
ComPar 2-9
PTA UPDATES
 
A Board parent member raised a question about insurance for school trips and variations noted in the comparison of forms in use. 
The School Development Officer, Secondary replied that all school trips are insured and that procedures regarding risk assessment and other requirements have to be completed.  The procedures are reviewed annually.  The Director of Education stated that the ESF Centre will have the insurance aspect looked into to establish what clarification may be needed.  A report would be prepared for a future meeting.
 
The Chairman will re-circulate insurance information regarding school fairs.
 
The Chairman’s proposal at this point to move to Any Other Business in view of the time was accepted.
 
 
 
All
ComPar 2-10
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
 
Discovery College wished to have information to support their handling of contract issues with PTA employees.  The Chairman said that the Sha Tin College model had been adopted by some schools.  
 
The Chairman stated that there was a general view across PTAs that comparing of remuneration of PTA employees was impossible given the variations in roles and duties.  
 
A request for comprehensive contact lists for PTA committee members was made.  The suggestion was supported and lists will be prepared.
 
 
 
All
ComPar 2-11
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
 
The next meeting will be held at 6:00 p.m. on 15 January 2009 at the ESF Centre, 43B Stubbs Road, Hong Kong.
 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8:26 p.m.
 



