43B Stubbs Road, Hong Kong

Telephone:  (852)2574-2351;  Fax:  (852)2838-0957

                                                                 

Minutes of the first meeting of the 

COMMITTEE OF PARENTS 
held on Thursday, 22 May 2008

at 6:00 p.m.

at the ESF Centre, 43B Stubbs Road, Hong Kong

 

Present:                        

Jane Tracy                         -          Chairman Sha Tin College PTA and Chairman of 


        COP

Heather Du Quesnay          -       Chief Executive ESF

Jonathan Straker                -       Head of Student Support ESF

Janette Flynn                     -       Parent Representative Island School PTA

Sarah Cook                       -       Vice-Chairman King George V School PTA

Merrian Howe                     -       Treasurer King George V School PTA

Monica Church                   -       Parent Representative West Island School PTA

Douglas Shearer                -       Chairman Bradbury School PTA

David Fitzgerald                 -       Principal Clearwater Bay School

Kim Anderson                    -       Chairman Clearwater Bay School PTA

Paul Arkwright                   -        Parent Representative Clearwater Bay School PTA

Stephanie Weathington       -       Acting Chairman Glenealy School PTA

Janette McCool                  -       Chairman Kennedy School PTA

Catherine Garrett                -       Chairman Peak School PTA

Wen Zhang                        -       Vice-Chairman Quarry Bay School PTA

Chris Tringham                   -       Chairman Sha Tin Junior School PTA

Terry Mountain                   -       Chairman Jockey Club Sarah Roe School PTA

Eric Chin                           -        Joint-Chairman Renaissance College Private 


        Independent School PTA

 

In Attendance:          

Jan Martin                         -        SEN Adviser ESF

Peter Woodhead                -       ICT Adviser ESF

 

Apologies:                        
Michelle Hughes                -        Principal Island School

Carmel Sharp                     -       Chairman Island School PTA

Ed Wickins                        -        Principal King George V School

Yvonne Freeman                -      Chairman King George V School PTA

David Cottam                     -       Principal Sha Tin College

John Wray                         -       Principal South Island School

Stephen Fong                    -       Chairman South Island School PTA

Ana Wei                            -        Vice-Chairman South Island School PTA

Kathy Savage                    -       Vice-Chairman South Island School PTA

Jane Foxcroft                     -       Principal West Island School

Tim Hancock                     -       Chairman West Island School PTA

John Brewster                    -       Principal Beacon Hill School

Joanne Townson                -      Chairman Beacon Hill School PTA 

Sandra Webster                 -       Principal Bradbury School

Peter Wood                       -       Principal Glenealy School

Paul Hay                           -        Principal Kennedy School

Steve Francis                     -       Principal Kowloon Junior School

Audrey Wong                     -       Chairman Kowloon Junior School PTA

Anita Samtani                    -       Vice-Chairman Kowloon Junior School PTA

Perry Tunesi                      -       Principal Peak School

Debra Gardiner                   -      Principal Quarry Bay School

Stephanie de Kantzow        -      Chairman Quarry Bay School PTA

Allan Weston                     -       Principal Sha Tin Junior School

Mike Doherty                     -       Head of Jockey Club Sarah Roe School

Mark Beach                       -        Principal Discovery College Private Independent 



        School

Grace Hwang                     -       Chairman Discovery College Private 


        Independent School PTA

Peter Kenny                      -         Principal Renaissance College Private


        Independent School

Davina Lloyd                      -       Joint-Chairman Renaissance College Private 


        Independent School PTA
 

	ComPar 1-1
	APOLOGIES
	ACTION BY

	
	The Chairman noted apologies for absence.  Michelle Hughes, John Wray, Ana Wei, Tim Hancock, Stephanie de Kantzow, Grace Hwang and Davina Lloyd.

 
	

	ComPar 1-2
	MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13 MARCH 2008
The minutes of the meeting held on 13 March 2008 were accepted.

 
	

	ComPar 1-3
	MATTERS ARISING
i)         SEN Issues
The Interim SEN Adviser reported that arrangements were going well for the forthcoming SEN conferences for ESF Schools and Parents.  She stated that there was a waiting list of parents wishing to attend and consideration was being given to the provision of an additional seminar at a later date and to this end speakers’ contributions were to be recorded.  The Interim SEN Adviser explained that the focus of the conference and seminar would be the draft ESF SEN Policy framework.  Additionally, the seminar would see the launch of the ESF SEN Parents’ Website.  The South China Morning Post had expressed an interest in reporting on the events. 

ii)        Head of Student Support
The Head of Student Support stated that following the Government’s gazetting of the public holidays for 2009 it had been possible to finalise the ESF calendar for 2008/2009 and that details were available on the ESF website.

The Head of Student Support reported that schools continued to have waitlists for entry and interview arrangements were being made where vacancies existed.  He pointed out that a clear picture of enrolment numbers for August 2008 would be gained next month following the collection of the advance fee payment for September.  

The Head of Student Support went on to state that applications continued to be received for the corporate surety scheme with 65 students having been successfully placed with schools.

 The Head of Student Support reported that Year 6 students were about to make their pre-admission visits to secondary school.   He explained the value of the visits in preparing and informing students about their future school. 

A copy of the 2008/2009 draft meeting schedule for the Committee of Parents was circulated. 

 
	JM
JS

	ComPar 1-4
	JCPTA CLC FORUM AND CYBER-SAFETY UPDATE
The ICT Adviser informed the meeting of the recent publication of an extensive, independent review about children and the use of new technology which had been supported by the UK Government’s Department for Children, Schools and Families.  He circulated a summary document for students entitled ‘Safer Children in a Digital World’ and went on to explain the context and findings of the review.

The ICT Adviser demonstrated how to access and utilise the Cyber-safety area on the ESF Connected Learning Community site.  He explained that password access was required to the blogging forum and that the circulation of passwords to members would be arranged.   Continued interest was expressed in a cyber-safety ‘roadshow’ and in gathering a common pool of display resources for schools.  The ICT Adviser commented that all schools have policies and procedures to be followed in instances of cyber-bullying.
	PW

	ComPar 1-5
	PTA LEGAL STATUS
The Chief Executive explained that the legal status documentation circulated had been put together by a small team of parents with legal backgrounds.   She reminded members that the change of legal status for school PTA committees will be taking place during the transitional period and requested that committees be expeditious in achieving the change.

The Chairman stressed the importance of PTAs maintaining up-to-date records of progress and procedures to inform incoming committee members. 

In response to a question the Chairman stated that parents would receive information about the status changes and changes to PTA membership via the ESF News.  It was suggested that ESF circulate all parents with this information by letter.  

Following discussion on PTA fees and membership, the point was made that statutory membership allowed voting rights.  It was noted that for 2008/2009 the school PTA fees would be decided by the PTA Committee and would receive retrospective approval when the change status has occurred.  It was further noted that at the PTA AGM the fee for 2009/2010 would need to be set.  For 2008/2009 individual PTAs would be responsible for the collection of membership fees.  The issue of non payment was discussed.

The Chief Executive stated that the transition arrangements had come into effect on 18th April, a date decided by the ESF Chairman.  It is expected that the revised ordinance will be fully implemented in the third week in October.  The Chief Executive will confirm the dates so PTAs can schedule a changeover AGM.

The composition of the Committee of Parents (ComPar) was discussed.  The Chief Executive explained that each school is to have one parent representative from the School Council elected by the council parent representatives, and the chairman of the school PTA.  Parent representatives are elected for one year, which may be extended to a maximum of six years.   Candidates for election require a proposer and must provide a written statement in support of their candidacy.  Election is by ballot.  No quorum has been set for the ComPar meetings. 

 

 
	HDUQ/JT

	ComPar 1-6
	PTA FEES 2008/09
Fee discussion was included in the previous item.
	HDUQ

	ComPar 1-7
	CODE OF CONDUCT
The Chief Executive explained that the Code of Conduct is required under the new ordinance; the Code of Conduct will apply to all who serve ESF at Board, Nominating Committee, Advisory and Standing Committee, School Council and Appeals Panel level.  The code clearly states the need to declare conflicts of interest.

In response to a question, the Chief Executive stated that it was up to each body to organise a mechanism of self-review and stressed that it was to be a review of collective effort.

 
	HDUQ

	ComPar 1-8
	ESF SURVEY
The Chief Executive expressed her gratitude to parents, students and staff who had participated in the survey.   A report giving the overall picture from the survey would be published in the next ESF News.  Each school council in consultation with the school principal is to decide how to summarise and distribute the school’s survey results to parents.  The Chief Executive reported two areas of parent concern: Chinese teaching time and communication about individual students.  Parents’ responses indicated there were good relationships between parents and schools and children were happy in school. 

The Chief Executive stated that it is intended to repeat the survey in subsequent years having given consideration to the style, content and delivery in order to maximise response rates and ensure compatibility with other survey tools being used. 

 
	HDUQ

	ComPar 1-9
	PTA UPDATES
The PTA updates were taken as read.

 
	All

	ComPar 1-10
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
In reply to a question, the Chief Executive stated it was EDB’s intention to review the subvention once the reconstituted Board is in place.

Members were informed that the Nominating Committee for the Board had filled nine out of ten places, with a further meeting scheduled to complete the task in June.

 A suggestion was made that a more detailed explanation of reasons behind the increase in school fees be provided on the ESF website.  In further discussion about school fees, the importance of providing sufficient remuneration to continue to attract the best quality teaching staff was pointed out.  It was noted that less than a quarter of families have school fees paid on their behalf by companies. 

Concern was expressed about the circulation of anonymous letters.

It was reported that some primary parents were making the assumption that secondary schools would be adopting the IB Middle Years Programme.  The Chief Executive responded that the Year 7 to Year 11 curriculum was under review and any forthcoming recommendations would be based on achieving the best possible practice.  She added that only a relatively small number of school systems offered an all-through IB curriculum and that many worked towards an iGCSE examination programme or equivalent in Years 10 and 11. 

Attention was drawn to product safety in regard to uniforms with one school reporting the discovery that plastic buttons in use had high lead content. 

In reply to a question about associated risks of having food products at PTA events, the Chairman advised that PTA’s should book events through schools ensuring insurance risks would be covered by the ESF master policy.  She added that it is possible for fair committees to take out additional insurance cover.

There being no other business, the meeting ended at 8:05 p.m.

 
	JT

	ComPar 1-11
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held at 6:00 p.m. on 19 June 2008, at the ESF Centre, 43B Stubbs Road, Hong Kong.
	


 

Jane Tracy

Chairman ComPar

