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The ESF Primary Chinese Curriculum - learning outcomes by 2013

RENPDBRRE2013FHRAB AR

Introduction

Since February 2007, ESF has offered a daily
Chinese programme for all students in our primary
schools. Taught in Putonghua, the programme also
embraces aspects of Chinese history and culture. It
is part of our commitment to raising the standards
of Chinese education at ESF. We aim to maximise
the opportunities for our students to develop their
language skills, both oral and written, to a level
that would help them to live and work in a Chinese
speaking community if they so wished.

Our curriculum does not attempt to achieve the
same level as that taught in local schools in Hong
Kong.

Our Three-pathway approach

Our students come from a wide range of
backgrounds, with varying degrees of competence
in Chinese from beginners to near native speakers
of Putonghua, Cantonese and other dialects.

Their levels of literacy are also vastly different. To
support them we have introduced a new curriculum
which has three pathways to cater for these diverse
needs. The pathways are different in the nature of
the expected outcomes and provide opportunities
for students to learn at an appropriate pace while
being challenged to achieve to the best of their
abilities. Each pathway covers the four skills of
reading, writing, listening and speaking.

Supporting your child’s learning

It is important for parents to encourage children to
practise at home what they have learnt at school.
Readers provide a great opportunity for parents to
begin to share the learning, by listening to your child
reading and discussing what the story is about.

Moving on to secondary school

In Year 6 all students will sit a standardised
benchmark test that helps ensure that students
are placed in the most appropriate class at
secondary school, where a differenciated structure
is implemented.
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Examples of Major Expected Outcomes by the End of Year 6

Pathway /
Level

Pathway One

for non-native
students

Pathway Two

for students with
some Chinese
background

Pathway Three

for students with
strong Chinese
background

Oral Chinese

Brief conversation of
twelve exchanges

Have an oral vocabulary
of 500 words

Hold a 1-2 minute
continuous conversation
on a familiar topic

Understand simple and
authentic words outside
school

Use Chinese for
authentic purposes such
as shopping or traveling

Understand and
interpret authentic
speeches and detect
implied meanings

View media materials
with confidence such as
films and plays

Participate in
sophisticated
discussing, advancing
and defending a point
of view

Have an oral vocabulary
of 3,700 words

Learn and recite some
prose and poetry

Recognise up to 330
words

Read the booklets
provided on the course

Interpret simple words
and sentences in
newspapers and
magazines

Recognise up to 570
different words

Read aloud from
appropriate classroom
readers

Select readers for
personal reading
regularly

Recognise up to 2,500
words

Read a controlled text at
150 words per minute

Use Chinese as a
medium for learning in
other areas of the school
curriculum

Appreciate the
aesthetics of Chinese
calligraphy

Writing

Ability to use up to
200 different words

Write a simple descriptive
or informative passage
of 80 words in length

Use up to 340 different
words in writing tasks

Be able to write a letter,
story or short report
using up to 200 words
in characters and

pinyin

Use up to 800 words
in writing tasks

Be able to plan, draft,
revise and reflect

Compose under test
conditions a 200 word
piece on a familiar topic
with good linguistic
accuracy and
appropriate style
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Chinese in ESF secondary schools — learning outcomes by 2016

Introduction

The English Schools Foundation offers Chinese from Kindergarten to Year 13 as a core
subject. It is a part of our effort to integrate in the local culture and society. Although we do not
aim for full bilingualism, our curriculum covers a wide range of outcomes including local
employability. Provision is made for students at all levels who can and wish to benefit from it. It
must be remembered that ESF offers a quality education through the medium of English.

In 2009, our Year 13 students took certified Chinese examinations for the first time and
achieved excellent results. At the same time, a differentiated Chinese provision started to take
shape and marked the most significant curricular changes since Chinese was first introduced
in 1997. The impact of our daily mandatory Chinese programme in primary schools will have
reached every year level in secondary schools in 2016.

Given the diversified needs of ESF students and the Hong Kong context, we believe that our
secondary Chinese programme should serve varied and streamlined purposes. Curriculum
objectives are as follows.

1. Basic Chinese for controlled language use and for an enriched education experience
through the study of language and culture;

2. Highly functional Chinese for further studies and application in authentic situations of
language use; and

3. Near native Chinese for local employment opportunities and perpetuation of linguistic
heritage.

Central to all tiers is the empowerment of students through a fruitful and enjoyable learning
experience. Regardless of linguistic background, learning ability and education orientation,
every student will be provided an opportunity to learn Chinese, which has the largest number
of speakers in the world, to a desired level. We aim to achieve this by a differentiated
curriculum, effective pedagogy and above all, a learning-centered environment with
opportunities to excel.
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Years 10-11 Years 12-13

Years 7-9

Our three-tiered approach

The three-tiered outcomes necessitate a three-tiered course structure. It is an adjusted continuation
of the daily Chinese programme in primary schools. It recognises the importance of cross phase
connection and the re-orientation of education needs from primary to secondary school.
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A schematic representation of the grouping is given below.
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Chinese as an Additional Language

Chinese as an Additional Language or CAL, is for those who add Chinese as a hew language to
their existing language profile. While most will take the IGCSE Chinese as a Foreign Language
examination or MYP Chinese B assessment at Standard Level, a small number of students may
take GCSE Chinese examinations, which are available in some schools. For IB Diploma, some
students will study Chinese Language B at Standard Level, whereas others may start ab initio
(beginners’) courses of different languages. Ab initio Chinese is also offered at some schools to
cater for new comers or change of interest.
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Chinese as a Second Language

Chinese as a Second Language (CSL), caters for students who are capable of everyday
communication in Chinese and who are likely to continue to use it after secondary school. Home
environment encourages language use but levels of competency may vary. In Year 11, these
students will aim to sit IGCSE Chinese as a Second Language examination or MYP Chinese B
assessment at Higher level. Most students will study Chinese B at Higher Level for IB Diploma.
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Chinese for Near Native Students

Chinese for Near Native Students (CNN), is designed for those who use Chinese extensively
both in and out of school to communicate, pursue knowledge and enjoy the richness of Chinese
literature. They may seek employment for which Chinese literacy is a prerequisite. They will

aim to take the IGCSE First Language Chinese examination or MYP First Language Chinese
assessment in Year 11. They are most likely to continue to study Chinese Language A for the 1B
Diploma.
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All primary students sit the ESF Year 6-7 Transitional Chinese Assessment tests towards the
end of Year 6. Each student is recommended a group in secondary schools according to the
test results and primary teachers’ input. Grouping is essentially associated with individuals
rather than a particular class. Students move across pathways when educational needs
change, particularly between primary and secondary. As a principle, they are encouraged

to study a course as challenging as possible to maximise their academic potential. During
lower secondary years, students may also change group, usually based on performance
and progress, as assessed from time to time. A major benchmark test is administered in
Year 11, when students are recommended appropriate courses for IB Diploma.

Language learning must extend beyond classrooms. ESF schools offer Chinese cultural
activities, trips to the Mainland and other opportunities to enrich the language programme.
Efforts have been made to strengthen links with Putonghua speaking schools and teaching
certain subjects in Chinese, such as Theory of Knowledge. While providing rich language
learning experience for all students, we endeavor to help children of Chinese mother tongue
to maintain a high level of attainment for local employability.
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Expected outcomes 2016

Chinese as an Additional Language Group
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Listening Speaking Reading Writing
Understand simple Sustain a conversation Read simple authentic, Write simple passages
dialogues and statements | of at least 20 exchanges, | texts for controlled on taught topics, using
of the most immediate giving factual information, | purposes, such as simple sentences and
personal relevance, at simple description and completing a learning drawing on memorized
a controlled pace with brief opinions on taught task or simulated context; | vocabulary;
o | fepetitions; topics; Locate and grasp main Mistakes do not seriously
§ Grasp the main points in Deliver rehearsed points in everyday hinder understanding;
> | short and simple passages | presentations up to material such as an Write for practical
S and announcements; twq minutes on taught adverltisement, timetable purposesp
° Use Chinese in basic and topics. Common errors and simple personal :
L N do not cause serious letter;
pergonal co_mm.unlcatlon, misunderstanding; . .
particularly in simulated Re-organise and interpret
situations. Show minimum variation | factual information and
in grammar and simple opinions.
vocabulary in responses
and speeches.
Understand the main Sustain a conversation Understand simple Write short passages in
points of clear and simple | for five minutes on taught | controlled text of a a standard conventional
speech in a controlled topics in a controlled narrative, descriptive and | format to inform, describe
context, where language | context, such as school argumentative nature; or advance arguments, on
= materials are adapted; ;exam, producing Read for specific taught topics;
. actual and non-factual -
= Use comprehenslon discourses with no purposes such as f.lndlng Start to show an .
o | strategies effectively; 3 information, collecting awareness of audience
- frequent stumbling or data and gatherin and context in writing;
‘S | Use Chinese at a basic hesitation; opinions; 9 9 &
o level in real situations. Deliver a rehearsed _ Rely on memorised
I} speech up to 2 minutes, Use a variety of language but makes an
largely relying on reagﬂng strat_egles to effort to vary vocabulary
memorised language, derl\(e meaning from and grammar.
but showing reasonable semi-controlled texts.
variation.
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Chinese as a Second Language Group
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Listening Speaking Reading Writing
Understand the main Engage in continuous Read simple, standard Write simple, clear text
points of clear, standard  conversations of a materials, usually of an about a range of relevant
speech about familiar and = considerable length on authentic nature, such and interested matters;
relevant matters, with familiar topics; as news clip, reports, o ise inf .
minimum modification; user manuals and youth . rganise in o'rr'natlo.n,
Speak about events, magazines; ideas and opinions in
o Use a variety of strategies experience and emotions, ’ a logical discourse for
@ such as note taking to offer explanations and Read for various practical purposes, such
§-) enhance comprehension; = opinions and provide purposes such as as simple advertisements,
S Meet survival needs in vgrba_l instructions and academic study, job notices and procedures;
ie) S directions; search, shopping and .
ch real situations. . pleasure; Shqw fluency and varied
Accent and incorrect choice of words and
language use do Handle unfamiliar grammatical structures in
not cause major linguistic materials writing.
misunderstanding. using various strategies,
such as prediction and
deduction.
Understand most points Communicate clearly, Understand and respond | Write to inform, share
in speeches of a practical = accurately and to information presented and reason in a clear,
nature — authentic appropriately when in a variety of forms; accurate and appropriate
but simple, clear and conveying information, . manner;
standard; articulating experience Selec; and organise .
- e materials relevant to Handle everyday writing
— | Comprehensible materials prs 9 9 specific purposes; tasks with confidence
= P and opinions; P purp ' S '
g extend to broader areas ’ Recognise. understand such as filling in forms of
> | such as popular science Employ and control a gnise, . medium complexity and
‘G | and news commentary; variety of words and and d|st|ngu!sh beMeen generating simple report
i grammatical structures facts and opinions; from authentic sources;
uCJ Be able to understand when speaking: Read and understand
unfamiliar materials. ' . Show maturity in writing
Demonstrate a relative Fhe theme or story_ line with little reliance on
fluency and safe accent; ;g;):temporary, literary memorised materials.
Appropriate non-verbal
expressions help delivery.
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End of Year 9

End of Year 11

Listening

Understand extended
speeches delivered in
a clear and structured
manner;

Understand media
programmes of relevance
and interest without much
difficulty;

Grasp partner’s intention
in conversation paying
close attention to implicit
meaning;

Expand comprehension to
materials beyond school
and personal life.

Understand extended
speeches and dialogues;

Understand contemporary
spoken materials almost
fully, sometimes needing
help and guidance;

Listen and digest spoken
materials actively using
various strategies such as
background knowledge,
questioning, reflection
and re-construction of
meaning;

Listen for practical
purposes and for
pleasure.

Speaking

Develop ideas thoughtfully
and describe events and
convey opinions clearly;

Respond to others’ ideas
and views appropriately,
showing awareness of
audience;

Employ an extensive
range of linguistic devices,
including sporadic use of
idiomatic expressions;

Make simple literary
comment, either
spontaneously or formally
after rehearsal.

Maintain conversation and
develop talks purposefully
in a range of contexts,
with clear structure,

apt vocabulary and
appropriate intonation;

Respond sensitively

to what is heard and
maintain the attention of
audience with various
strategies;

Initiate and sustain
discussion on both
familiar and unfamiliar
topics, using standard
Chinese to a level close
to that of native speakers.

Reading

Understand significant
ideas, themes, events
and characters, begin
to use inference and
deduction;

Comprehend materials
that cover a good
range of contemporary
literature;

Read for pleasure and
appreciate the time and
cultural differences in
written work;

Interpret meaning,
opinion and attitude
utilising language
convention and cognitive
ability.

Understand, explain and
collate both explicit and
implicit meanings and
attitudes;

Select, analyse and
evaluate what is relevant
to specific purposes;

Understand how writers
achieve effects and
create characters;

Read actively by
selecting own materials
and reflecting on

them through own
experiences.

Writing

Write in a range of forms
in an interesting and
thoughtful style;

Develop sustainable
and sensible ideas with
organisation appropriate
for purpose;

Convey information

or express views as
intended with clear and
well structured texts;

Use various strategies
for composition, such as
discussion, planning and
proofreading.

Articulate experience and
express what is thought,
felt and imagined;

Use language and
register appropriately to
audience and context;

Demonstrate creativity by
selecting specific features
or expressions to convey
effects and to engage
readers;

Make fine distinction and
emphasis by employing
linguistic devices of subtle
difference.
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